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Purpose of role  

To coordinate your group, area or scheme’s role in the Ramblers’ national walking festival 

programme. The programme consists of the Festival of Winter Walks in the winter and Walk 

About in the summer.  

What you could be doing 

The Ramblers national walking festivals aim to encourage new people to try out walking with 

us, to join us and to keep walking with us? The exact nature of the role will depend on what 

activity your group, area or scheme does as part of the festival. Your role is to raise 

awareness of the national festivals in your group, area or scheme and to support the 

planning and delivery of walks and other activities during the festival period. 

Examples of what you could do include: 

 Encourage walk leaders to put on some special walks for the festival, and coordinate 

with your coordinator to ensure they are included in your programme and promoted. 

 Lead on planning and promoting a special walk which might end with a social event 

with refreshments and an opportunity to find out more about the Ramblers family 

from health walks to 10 mile hikes. 

 Lead on planning a day-long event with multiple walks, a social event and 

refreshments, coordinating with other volunteers to help make it happen.  

 Lead on coordinating a week of festival activities, from walks to socials and events, 

working with other volunteers to help make it happen. 

 Lead on coordinating with other groups to put on special festival activities, for 

example a joint walk offering health walks, short walks and longer walks starting and 

finishing at the same point. Giving people the opportunity to try out new walks and 

socialise afterwards.   

 Lead on applying for a festivals award and organising the activity if the application is 

successful. 
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Activities of this role include  

Inspiring others to get involved 

 Being a champion for the national walking festivals in your local area, telling 

members of your group/area/scheme about it and inspiring people to get involved.  

 Talking to other committee officers, scheme coordinators and volunteers to ensure 

that they are aware of the festival and what they can do to get involved. 

Planning and coordinating festival activity 

Taking a lead role in planning your festival activity. This might include:  

 Talking with other groups/areas/schemes to plan something together 

 Identifying volunteers to help out with particular tasks.  

 Coordinating with other key volunteers eg. walk programme, scheme coordinators or 

walk leaders to agree what walks will take place, publicity officers to promote the 

activity, social secretaries to help arrange a social element. 

 Arranging logistics for the day (eg. hiring halls, arranging food). 

 Making sure festival-attendees can find out about the wider work of the Ramblers 

and the benefits of membership 

 Helping to keep everything on track so everything gets done in time.    

You don’t have to do everything yourself! Part of your role is involving other people to help 

put on a great festival activity. You might decide to share this role between two or more 

volunteers, for example, with one volunteer leading on promotion and one on planning the 

event(s). 

Being a point of communication  

 Being a point of contact for your group/area/scheme if anyone has any questions 

about festival activities. 

 Being a point of contact between your group/area/scheme and GB office (eg. sharing 

what your group/area/scheme is planning, distributing resources).  

Helping to reflect on the festival  

 Helping to gather information to show how many people got involved with us to find 

out how much they enjoyed it. 

 Informally sharing information with Ramblers GB about how things are going and 

how we can work together to improve future festival activities.  
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Skills and experience 

 A passion for walking and an understanding of and empathy with all the charitable 

aims of the Ramblers and our values. 

 Good communication and liaison skills. 

 Friendly and positive attitude, able to work with others to achieve a common goal. 

 Able to enthuse other volunteer and members.  

 Ability to think creatively and to get new ideas going. 

 Well organised, reliable and able to work to deadlines. 

 

Support available 

The festival toolkit has relevant support resources and is regularly updated. 

If there are questions that aren’t answered in the toolkit or you need guidance about your 

specific festival activity, you can get in touch with James, George or Becky in the delivery 

team via volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com or phone 020 7339 8500.  
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FAQs 

Do we have to have a festival coordinator to participate in the festival? 

No – this is just a suggestion that it might be helpful to have someone who takes 

responsibility for coordinating activities.  

Do we need to recruit a new person for this? 

It’s up to you. If your group, area or scheme hasn’t done something like this before or would 

like to get new people involved in volunteering with you, it might be a way to involve 

someone who hasn’t volunteered with you before. Alternatively there might be already be 

someone who is happy to do this alongside other things they do. 

Can you help us recruit someone to do this? 

We can’t recruit someone for you, but we can share advice and tips on effective ways to 

recruit new volunteers – get in touch with James, George or Becky in the delivery team via 

volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com or 020 7339 8500. 

We already have someone responsible for our festival activity and involvement in 

local walking festivals – what should we do? 

Great! If it fits with your calendar and they are able, they could help coordinate activity during 

the Festival of Winter Walks and Walk About. Or, you might like to have someone different 

help with national walking festivals. 

Can we have more than one person for this? 

Yes! Up to you if you would find it helpful to have more people working together, or different 

coordinators for different festivals.  

Does this person have to coordinate Festival of Winter Walks, and Walk About, and 

the local walking festivals we’re involved in? 

No – you might decide to participate in just some festivals, or have more than one person if 

you want to be involved in lots but it’s too much wok for one person. 

Do we need to tell the GB office who our coordinator is? 

Yes please! If you recruit a festival coordinator, please let us know by emailing 

volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com 
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